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Empowering Youth in Cambodia (EYC) continued to roll out valuable educational classes and activities throughout our 
four schools for our 685 students in 2014 and made considerable progress toward increasing the quality of the 
services we provide.   We feel the EYC’s programs are crucial to our young people moving up in society, and they 
value what we offer.  In 2014 our team worked at the following goals and were able to make significant strides in 
each: 

1. To advance our students in their levels of English and computer literacy. 
2. To improve the quality of education offered and develop teachers’ skills. 
3. Implementation of school upgrades – “perfect schools” program. 
4. Assess, select and advise scholarship recipients. 

 

The following report includes: 

Section 1: Program Updates 

Section 2: Challenges and opportunities 

Section 3: Organizational Chart 
 
Section 4. Financials & Student Numbers 
 
Section 5: Scholarship Financials & Student Profiles 
 
Appendix 1: Stories & Photos 

 

 

  

mailto:eycambodia@gmail.org


2 
 

Section 1: Program Updates 

 
EYC’s English Training expanded and improved 
 
Each school added an hour to our morning and afternoon 
sessions at all EYC schools.  We now run classes from 8-
11am and 2-5pm, accommodating more young students 
and giving them an additional level to move up to.  Evening 
sessions for youth and young adults are the same, starting 
at 5:30pm until 7:30 or 8:30pm, depending on the school. In 
total there are 685 unique students attending English 
classes. 

The capacity of our teachers was increased through a series 
of trainings, workshops and coaching offered to all of EYC’s English teachers. Additionally, new staff were hired to 
replace teachers with the least skills, an English program manager was hired, and a rotating teacher employed to help 
implement new programs and assist when teachers were absent.  

 
Computer Training   
 

Each EYC school has a computer lab with 6 to 10 computers, and 
each day 181 students come for training.  IT Manager Teng Kunthy 
said “the best thing about the computer training is that the 
students can get good quality training for free.  Many students 
have provided positive feedback and shown gratitude for the 
training.”  
 
While many of our teachers are alumni of EYC, in 2014 we hired a 
qualified computer teacher, Ms Sem Leaphy, to work at Youth 
School, who started an HTML programming class which graduated 

5 advanced students. We are continuing to develop higher level training for our most advanced students.   
 

Medical & Dental 
 
The weekly medical and dental programs have been a tremendous benefit for the communities around the four 
schools of EYC and we are happy for the support of our partners One-2-One and Chibodia who provide the services 
along with EYC volunteer support.  

The figures of patients at all EYC schools who went to our medical clinic and dentist: 

  Aziza Lakeside Youth School Impact  
Medical 792 617 218 1595 
Dental 215 156 149 123 
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Figures shown are numbers of patient-doctor visits, not unique patient numbers. 

Under the leadership of EYC’s social worker Kuon Lyna and utilizing clinics 
supported by Marie Stopes and Population Services International (PSI), 
the EYC team was able to help families access much needed family 
planning tools as described below: 

Family Planning 
IUD Implant Echo Check up Vasectomy Injection Other  
35 5 7 75 1 5 5 

 

Job placement 
 
In 2014, at least 27 students from EYC found jobs or internships.  EYC’s job placement officer Sor Sophea now works 
for EYC half-time and is engaging evening students at their schools to see how we can support them.  The job market 
seems to be improving for entry-level workers in the service sector, though often employers want staff to work 48 
hours per week. While many university students attempt this schedule, EYC continues to look for opportunities that 
allow work and studies with balance 
 

Sports updates  

• Soccer: EYC fielded two to four football (soccer) 
teams over the year: U17 (under 17 years) boys, U14 boys, 
U14 girls, and U10 boys in 2014 thanks to our partnership 
with Indochina Starfish Foundation; 
http://www.indochinastarfish.org/.  In addition to training in 
football and team work skills, students were given life skills 
training during their practices and games.  

• Cycling rides and races: EYC’s cycling  team, EYCycling, 
had an average of 16 students take part in eight cycling races 
in 2014 and students go on group rides approximately two 
times per month. Three of the races were weekend trips 
where our students were able to get to natural areas. EYC 
maintains nine mountain bikes and helps students to 
purchase their own.   

 

• Ultimate Frisbee:  EYC had another successful year of partnership with the Youth Ultimate Project, 
http://www.youthultimateproject.org/ and created some amazing opportunities for our students.  Thanks to the 
leadership of volunteer Rodwell Kov, a Cambodian American math teacher living in Phnom Penh, the “camps” led 
to the creation of the first all-Cambodia Ultimate Frisbee team, SWA; http://www.swaultimate.org/  most 
members are from Lakeside and Youth School.  Highlights of 2014 include:  

Bike Race Weekend in Kampong Spue province  

http://www.indochinastarfish.org/
http://www.youthultimateproject.org/
http://www.swaultimate.org/
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o In May, the team played in the Mekong CUP in 
Phnom Penh, and this was the first ever all 
Khmer team. The team got first place in Pool B. 

o In June, the annual Youth Ultimate Frisbee camp 
had over 130 EYC students participate and 5 of 
the older players became assistants to the 
American coaches.  

o In December, seven EYC members went to 
Vietnam for their first team competition called 
ZONE CUP! For most of the EYC students’ this 
was their first time to travel abroad, and 
provided a great life experience.  

 
• Yoga Classes:  There are three regular yoga classes happening 
once a week at Aziza School. Student Doeun said “we enjoy practicing 
yoga because we are aware of its benefits and students had a lot of 
fun in class and it makes them stay healthy both mentally and 
physically.”   They have their own Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1500873386811405/ 

 

 

Social works 

To help improve the community by Aziza School, the White 
Building, and raise awareness about the benefits of a clean 
community, social worker Koun Lyna, members of EYC’s 
community organizing team, and members of the community 
organized 3 different cleaning campaigns over the year. Working 
with our partner Sa Sa Art Projects, Aziza students painted art 
along the back wall which we feel will deter people from throwing 
garbage there. The team is persevering to inspire people’s 
involvement further in hopes of avoiding the community being 
evicted. 
 

Music education  

In 2014 EYC students have shown a keen interest in music studies and 
some great results have emerged.  Thirteen students at Lakeside, 14 
students at Youth School, and 9 students from Aziza studied guitar in 2014 
and a total of 20 are currently studying.  Some are now at a level that is 
suitable for live performances. The year-end parties at EYC schools as well 
as monthly student performances at Music Arts School have been great 
opportunities for them to show their talent.  A video of Sambo and Srey 

Pov from EYC performing can be viewed at 
https://www.facebook.com/video.php?v=624773647669324&set=vb.100004100824227&type=2&theater  

Aziza students cleaning up! 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1500873386811405/
https://www.facebook.com/video.php?v=624773647669324&set=vb.100004100824227&type=2&theater
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Adventure retreats  

 EYC was able to bring two groups of students to ADRA’s Jombok 
Hoas, a weeklong retreat in a remote jungle five hours’ drive from 
Phnom Penh.  The center creates experiences and teambuilding aimed 
at building confidence and inspiring youth to see that they can “be 
anything that they want.” EYC was able to send 52 students, and the 
feedback from the students who attended was overwhelmingly 
positive.  

Students reported that they learned from this training how to: 
- Work in groups and how to work toward success.  
- Build up their confidence because participants are required to do fun and scary activities.  
- Build trust within the group in order to get success in each activity. 
- Improve their creative thinking and flexibility to find solutions to problems. 

 
Media Studies  

The members of the media group White Building Collective and the curators of 
Humans of Phnom Penh Facebook group, 
https://www.facebook.com/HoPPCambodia are all students and alumni of EYC 
(both groups have all the same members).  In 2014 the group was given the 
cover story on Asia Life magazine 
(http://www.asialifemagazine.com/cambodia/white-building-collective/ ) and 
the Facebook group continues to grow.  In the photos section of this report are 
two of the posts.  Three of the eight members have started an intensive 1-year 
program studying filmmaking at The Bophana Center on scholarship. 

 

End of year celebrations 

Team leaders and students from the four schools went to 
considerable efforts to throw large parties at their schools and their 
work resulted in very meaningful celebrations with involvement 
from large numbers of students.  They felt they learned a lot from 
planning the events, which consisted of a series of performances 
and ceremonies spanning over 4 hours.  A lot of creativity went into 
the music and singing, dance performances, dramas and speeches.  
The community really came out to enjoy the show.   

 

New office/youth center 

A major event and accomplishment for EYC was moving our office to our new “campus,” which is also a youth center. 
It is fast becoming a resource for students and alumni to go for studying, meetings, applying for jobs, attend training 

https://www.facebook.com/HoPPCambodia
http://www.asialifemagazine.com/cambodia/white-building-collective/
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and to interact with EYC staff.  We are very happy to be 
settled in to a space that offers so much including quality 
offices, common spaces and a garden. We have plans to 
expand the events as well as the cafe that has started in the 
lobby.  EYC students regularly come to enjoy music 
performances in the lobby that are put on by our close 
partner with whom we share the office, Music Arts School, 
www.music-arts-school.org  

 

 

Section 2: Challenges and opportunities: 

School facilities 

The challenges of keeping a working facility in a slum community are ongoing effort is required to manage structural 
(often water-related), political and security issues. 2014 was no exception, with several significant city-wide floods 
that particularly impacted Youth School and Lakeside, and the sale of our computer lab and classroom to a developer 
at Aziza (two of the five rooms we rent).  While we search for an additional room to rent near Aziza we’ve 
consolidated space including moving the computer lab to a room we previously used for parking.  We also face rising 
rents as the city becomes more expensive to operate in. 

The EYC office needed to relocate in May after the landlord asked for a significant rise in rent as the contracted 
ended, resulting in significant resources to find and renovate a new space.  Fortunately two donors stepped up to 
allow for the additional costs to prepare our new space which we love. 

Grade 12 exam results 

In August the Cambodian government passed 27% of students from grade 12.  In October, they were tested again and 
an additional 13% passed, bringing the total pass rate to just over 40%.  In total 33 students from all schools took the 
grade 12 exam, and 12 passed (24 males and 9 females took the exam; five males and seven females passed).  EYC is 
currently working with these students to place them into appropriate further educational programs and most have 
either begun their associate’s degrees or are repeating grade 12. 

http://www.music-arts-school.org/


7 
 

Section 3: Organizational Chart 
 

                                                                         EYC Organizational Chart 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Drew McDowell 

  

Heang Khaylay 
Deputy Director 

Pha Sothea 
General Manager 

 

Kourn Lyna 
Social Worker 

Veng Chenghak 
Assistant Social 

Worker 
 

Keo Sreylin 
Accountant 

Sor Sophea 
Job Placement 

Coordinator 

4 School 
Managers  

1. Chev Doeurn 
2. Chhun Vandeth 
3. Khorn Kungkea 
4. Tith Sopha 

 

Teng Sokhunthy 
Education and IT Manager 

11 English Teachers 

1. Chhay Vouchnea 
2. Dorn Sothea 
3. Ky Hao 
4. Noun Samdy 
5. Pin Vireakchet 
6. Prak Tithrany 
7. Ros Pov 
8. Ros Sreyneat 
9. Sean Kanha 
10. Sun Vuntha 
11. Yoeun Daneth 

 

2 English Program 
Coordinators 

 
1. Khom Pheary 
2. Pum Socheat 

 

11 Computer Teachers 

1. Ban Rotha 
2. Chea Oun 
3. Chhun Vandeth 
4. Eng Rithchandaneth 
5. Mok Sombo 
6. Nin Jiven 
7. Ou Sophara 
8. Sem Leaphy 
9. Soum Sastha 
10. Von Vibol 
11. Vourng Chansim 
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Section 4. Financials & Student Numbers 

P & L Statement 2014 
    Income: 

  
 

Donations  $ 167,676  
 

 
Other Income  $ 10,550  

 
 

Interest  $  104  
 

    
 

Gross Income 
 

 $ 178,330  

    Expenses: 
  

    
 

Salaries and Benefits  $  67,884   

 
Rent  $  28,410   

 
Medical Care  $  12,400   

 
Utilities  $  4,001   

 
Sports  $  6,677   

 
Scholarships  $  13,243   

 
Computer Equipment  $  2,722   

 
Computer Teaching  $  8,410   

 
Telecommunications and Internet  $  3,350   

 
Supplies, Inventory, Equipment, Facilities   $  10,125   

 
Transportation and Field Trips  $  2,980   

 
Other Expenses  $              12,254   

  
  

 
Total Charitable Expenses   $ (172,456) 

   
 

Net Charitable Income 
 

 $  5,874  

    
    Balance Sheet 2014 

    Cash 
 

 $   246  
Bank 

 
 $   24,956  

Loans 
 

 $   24,974  
Net Assets 

 
 $   50,176  

   
 

   
 

P&L Reserves: 
 

 
Brought Forward 

 
 $  43,893  

Surplus / (deficit) for Year 
 

 $  5,874  
Total P&L Reserves: 

 
 $   49,767  
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Average Number of Students 

ENGLISH CLASSES 
Total Unique Students = 685 (Male=347, Female=338) 
 

AZIZA SCHOOL 
Total unique= 170 (Male=81, Female)=89) 

# of 
Students 

 Class Time Teacher DEC 
8:00-9:00 Reth Sothearoth 15 

9:00-10:00 Reth Sothearoth 20 

10:00-11:00 Reth Sothearoth 22 
14:00-15:00 Sean Kanha 5 

15:00-16:00 Sean Kanha 9 

16:00-17:00 Sean Kanha 12 
5:30-6:30 pm Ros Pov 27 

6:30-7:30 pm  Ros Pov 30 

5:30-6:30 pm Prak Tithrany 18 
6:30-7:30 pm  Prak Tithrany 12 

 Total 170 
 
      * 3 Students are living inside the school. 

     
 
 
 

 
YOUTH SCHOOL 
Total unique= 171 (Male=86,Female=85) 

# of 
Students 

Class Time Teacher DEC 
8:00-9:00 Chhay Vuchnea 4 
9:00-10:00 Chhay Vuchnea 7 
10:00-11:00 Chhay Vuchnea 7 
14:00-15:00 Yoeun Daneth 17 
15:00-16:00 Yoeun Daneth 7 
16:00-17:00 Yoeun Daneth 7 
8:00-9:00 Noun Samdy 11 
9:00-10:00 Noun Samdy 9 
10:00-11:00 Noun Samdy 12 
14:00-15:00 Noun Samdy 30 
15:00-16:00 Noun Samdy 16 
16:00-17:00 Noun Samdy 9 
17:30-18:30 Sun Vutha 23 
18:30-19:30  Sun Vutha 12 

 Total 171 
 
* 2 students are living inside the school. 

 
LAKESIDE 
Total unique =134 (Male = 68, Female =66) 

# of 
Students 

 Class Time Teacher DEC 
8:00-9:00 Ros Sreyneat 10 
9:00-10:00 Ros Sreyneat 16 
10:00-11:00 Ros Sreyneat 5 
14:00-15:00 Ros Sreyneat 12 
15:00-16:00 Ros Sreyneat 14 
16:00-17:00 Ros Sreyneat 12 
17:30-18:30 Khom Pheary 21 
18:30-19:30  Ky Hao 33 
19:30-20:30 Ky Hao 27 

 Total 150 

        * 7 Students are living inside the school. 
 

IMPACT SCHOOL 
Total unique= 194 (Male=106, Female=88) 

# of 
Students 

Class Time Teacher DEC 
8:00-9:00 Dorn Sothea 23 

9:00-10:00 Dorn Sothea 32 

10:00-11:00 Dorn Sothea 30 

14:00-15:00 Dorn Sothea 18 

15:00-16:00 Dorn Sothea 23 

16:00-17:00 Dorn Sothea 21 

5:30-6:30 pm Pin Vireakcheth 35 

6:30-7:30 pm  Pin Vireakcheth 12 

 Total 194 

 
 

New class opened in December. 
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COMPUTER CLASSES 
Total Unique Students=181 (Male=91, Female=90) 
 

AZIZA SCHOOL 
Total unique=63 (Male = 37, Female =26) 

# of 
Students 

Time Teacher DEC 
9:00-10:00 Eng RithChandaneth 9 
10:00-11:00 Eng RithChandaneth 3 
11:00-12:00 Chea Oun 10 
2:00-3:00 Mok Sombo 6 
3:00-4:00 Mok Sombo 4 
4:00-5:00 Mok Sombo 5 
5:30-6:30 Vourng Chansim 10 
6:30-7:30 Vourng Chansim 8 
7:30-8:30 Vourng Chansim 8 
10:00-

  
Kim Pisethpanha 9 

4:30-5:30 (XO) Kov Kolboth 7 

  Total 63 
 
 

 
IMPACT SCHOOL 
Total unique=134 (Male = 46, Female =31) 

# of 
Students 

Class Time Teacher DEC 
8:00-9:00 Ban Rotha 7 

10:00-11:00 Ban Rotha 6 

2:00-3:00 Ban Rotha 7 

3:00-4:00 Ban Rotha 6 

4:00-5:00 Ban Rotha 7 

5:30-6:40 (M,W& F) Soum Sattya 7 

6:50-8:00 (M,W& F) Soum Sattya 3 

5:30-7:15 (Tue & Thu) Soum Sattya 3 

 Total 46 

 

 
 

YOUTH SCHOOL 
Total unique =38 (Male = 18, Female =20) 

# of 
Students 

Class Time Teacher DEC 
8:00-9:00 Nin Jiven 7 
9:00-10:00 Nin Jiven 7 
2:00-3:00 Nin Jiven 7 
3:00-4:00 Nin Jiven 7 
5:30-6:30 Sem Leaphy 4 
6:30-7:30 Sem Leaphy 6 

  Total 38 

 

LAKESIDE 
Total unique=34 (Male = 21, Female =13) 

# of 
Students 

Time Teacher DEC 
8:00-9:00 Von Vibol 5 
9:00-10:00 Von Vibol 6 
2:00-3:00 Ou Sophara 6 
3:00-4:00 Ou Sophara 6 
5:30-6:30 Chhun Vandeth 7 
6:30-7:30 Chhun Vandeth 4 

  Total 34 
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  Scholarships Jan- Dec 2014 
              

Nº Full Name Sex EYC's School School/University Grade/Year Field/Major of Studies Total for 
2014 

High School 
1 Ou Sophara M LS Sonthormuk 11   $ 120  
2 Ty Ponlok M LS Sonthormuk 12   $ 120  
3 Young Chantha M LS Sonthormuk 12   $ 120  
4 Mok Sambo M LS Wat Phnom 12   $ 120  
5 Thouen Vireak M AZ Sothearos 6   $ 120 
6 Chhon Sreyroth F AZ Beng Keng Kang 12  $ 780 
7 Khy Pisal, Chakrya & Sovannea M,F,F AZ Sothearos N/A General English $ 844 

University 
8 Nov Synoeun F AZ PUC/Bridgewater Junior Media and Communication $5740 

9 Eng Rith Chandaneth M AZ SETEC Senior Design $180 

10 Seng seyla M AZ PUC Junior Environment $507 

11 Lue ty F AZ PUC Sophomore English for Business communication $240 

12 Seng Simouy F AZ RUPP Sophomore Sociology $175 

13 Nhek Sreyroth F LS ISEF Sophomore Accounting and Finance $270 

14 Chun Vandeth M LS RUPP Freshman Computer Science $350 

15 Chhum Sophea F LS Vanda Freshman Accounting $505 

16 Soum Sreyleap F LS Vanda Freshman Accounting $385 

17 Tith Sovanara M LS Western Freshman TESOL $270 

18 Pich Dino M YS ITEC (certificate) Short Course Adobe Photoshop, Illustrator, InDesign & 
CorelDraw $144 

19 Van Chanrotha M YS ITEC (certificate) Short Course Adobe Photoshop, Illustrator, InDesign & 
CorelDraw $200 

20 Van Sreymom F YS IEF Freshman Accounting $250 

21 Pov Pisey M YS RUPP Freshman Development $250 

22 Chhay Sophanmai F YS RUPP Freshman Development $250 

23 Others $1,303 

  
     

Total $13,243 

Section 5: Scholarship Financials & Student Profiles 
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Scholarship Students 2014 

High School: 
 

Thoeun Vireak, a 6 grade 
student at Sothearos 
Primary School. He does 
not receive any supports 
from his parents but from 
his grandmother and 
currently he is living with 

her near Aziza school. EYC supports him $20 per 
month for his study at public school. Vireak 
studied XOs computer at Aziza and apparently 
was seen as one of the smartest students; he 
caught the lessons quickly and could lead and 
help the class with their problems with the 
lessons. He is currently studying English at Aziza.   
 

CHHON SREYROTH – 
Sreyroth’s house is far away 
from school and because her 
family is poor and she is a 
student at Aziza, EYC 
provided her a place to stay 
at the school so that she 
does not need to travel far 
from home to school and 

vice versa. EYC supports her $7 per week for food 
and $30 for her study. She as well received 
scholarship to study general English courses at 
American Education Center and Panhasastra 
School. Currently, she is volunteering as assistant 
of teacher of English at Aziza apart from her study 
at public school, Beng Keng Kang high school. 
 

YOUNG CHANTHA is 27 years 
old, a former student and has 
been a resident at Lakeside 
School since 2010. He used to 
be a volunteer computer 
teacher at Youth School for 
years, 
but now he is working part-

time as a data entry officer at DHL Company in 
Phnom Penh. He studied grade 12 in 2014.  
 

MOK SOMBO is a student of 
both English and computer 
classes at Youth School. He is 
now in his final year at high 
school and currently a 
volunteer at Youth School. 
Sombo lives with his mother 
and younger brother. Her 

mother is sick a lot and is unable to provide for 
the family, but his aunt supports his family with 
100$ per month.  
 

OU SOPHARA –  A student 
at Lakeside School and a 
student in grade 12 at 
Sonthomok high school. He 
started as a volunteer 
computer teacher and is 
now a staff member 

teaching 2 classes from 3 pm to 5 pm at Lakeside 
School.                                                   
 

TY PONLOK is both a student 
and resident at Lakeside School. 
He is now 21 years old and in 
grade 12 at high school and has 
lived in 
Lakeside school since 2009. He 
moved to Lakeside School 

because his family had a really tough situation, 
especially after his father had passed way. He 
does not know where his mother is.  Ponlok has 
been supported $ 20 per month for his extra 
classes at the public school. 
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University: 
 
  NOV SYNOEUN (see Students in Focus) 

PICH DINOU was a former 
student, volunteer computer 
teacher and team leader at 
Youth School since the 
school was opened until 
2013. He had been involved 
in many different things at 
the school. Under EYC’s 
support, he took many 

computer short-courses in order to prepare him for 
a university next year because he wants to do a 
Bachelor of Information Technology. 
 

VAN SREYMOM is 18 years 
old, and was a former 
student of both English and 
computer classes and a 
volunteer computer teacher 
at Youth School. She is now 
studying in her first year at a 
university in the morning 
and working as a ticket seller  

at a bus company from the afternoon till evening. 
She is strong, friendly, clever, hard-working, 
confident and studious. 
 

CHUM SOPHEA is a student at 
Lakeside School in the 
evening and a freshman of 
Bachelor of Accounting. EYC 
gives her a full scholarship of 
350$ per year for her 
university tuition fee. In 
addition, she had been 
supported in the amount of 

20$ per month by EYC for her extra classes during 
her high school. She is now a volunteer for the 
medical team at Lakeside School. 
 

TITH SOVANNARA is 18 
years old and lives near 
Lakeside School. He has been 
a volunteer soccer coach 
since 2010. He is friendly, 
hard-working, and serious 
and is a good young leader. 
Everyone really likes and 
respects him. He is now a 

freshman of Bachelor of International Relation at a 
university, and EYC gives him 200$ per year for his 
school fee. 

 
SOUM SREYLEAP had been a 
student in the evening class 
at Lakeside School for years 
before she graduated from 
high school, but now she is a 
freshman of a Bachelor of 
Accounting, and she takes 
evening classes because she 
works full-time.  

However, she still takes some time on weekends to 
volunteer at Lakeside School. 
 

 
VAN CHANRATHA was an 
English student and computer 
teacher volunteer at Youth 
School. His dream is to be an 
animator and EYC supported 
him to study short course in 
Graphic design in order to get 
him ready to go to university 
to do a degree in Animation.  
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NHEK SREYROTH is a student 
at Lakeside and currently a 
sophormore at Instittute of 
Specialized Economics and 
Finance majoring in 
Accounting and Finance. Also, 
she has a part-time job as a 
receptionist at Music Arts 
School which is a partner of 

EYC. 

LUE THY is a second year 
student at Panhasastra 
university majoring in 
English for Business 
communication. Also, 
she is learning 
Contemporary Dance 
at Ballet Center. She was 

a student at Aziza until 2012. 

 
ENG RITHCHANDANETH is a 
senior student in Interior Design 
at SETEC university. She has 
studied at Aziza School since 2012 
and volunteered as a computer 
teacher and team leader in the 
same year. Currently, she is a 
part-time computer teacher at 
Aziza, teaching in the morning 

from Mon-Fri. 

 
SENG SELA,  
He first started studying 
English at Aziza and 
volunteered as team leader in 
2006, was the year Aziza 
school was opened. He is still 
involving with EYC by working 
as a sport leader for the four 
schools of EYC. Currently he is 

in his third year at Panhasastra University studying 
Environment.  

  
SENG SIMOUY was a smart 
student at Aziza, studied 
English and computer. She 
caught English very fast and 
her English is much better 
than her peers. Later with 
the support from EYC, she 
went to univerity to study  
Sociology at Royal University 
of Phnom Penh.  

Curently, she is in her second year. While doing her 
degree, she is also working as a receptionist at Music 
Arts School (MAS) in the morning. 

  
CHHUN VANDETH has 
always been interested in 
technology and wanted to 
become an IT person. So 
after he finished his High 
school, he enrolled in 
Computer Science  
class at Royal University of 
Phnom Penh and he is 

now a freshman. He first started as a student and 
team leader at Lakeside in 2009. Later he became 
a computer teacher and he was promoted as 
School Manager in 2013. 

 
CHHAY SOPHANMAI is 
studying English at Youth 
school in the evening. After 
she passed high school exam 
in 2014, she received support 
from EYC to pursue a degree 
in community development 
at Royal University of Phnom 
Penh.  

  
POV PISEY,  he just passed 
his grade 12 exam in 2014 
and looked for a degree in 
Community Development 
because he  has strong 
desire to help the 
community especially 
where he is living. EYC 
supports him to enroll at 

Royal University of Phnom Penh to do this course. 
Pisey is currently studying English at Youth School in 
the evening from Monday to Friday. 
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Appendix 1: Stories & Photos 

To watch a short commentary on EYC’s work go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J8ZKclstpTE 

Individual videos of student stories, as well as a comprehensive documentary of EYC, will be produced in early 2015 

and shared in the mid-year report. 

 
Students in Focus  
 

EYC student Nov Synoeun accomplished a remarkable feat. A child from 

one of Phnom Penh’s worst slums, Synoeun Nov, was chosen to receive a 

scholarship to study at a United States university (Bridgewater, outside of 

Boston) and arrived there in August 2014. This scholarship was awarded 

after a rigorous and highly competitive selection process. It is difficult to 

think of anyone more deserving of this honor than Synoeun. 

 

Synoeun is an incredible young woman. When we met her, she had 

dropped out of grade 8 and was working in a factory to support her 

impoverished family, and she is now excelling in her third year in university. Empowering Youth in Cambodia (EYC) has 

provided significant resources to help make this possible including assistance with education, healthcare, job 

placements, and connections to various resources.  In turn, she has given back to EYC and her community, and she 

has been an invaluable member of our staff. 

 

This experience, of course will have a great impact on Synoeun’s life. We believe it also will hugely benefit our other 

students, who will have witnessed the potential rewards for their efforts in our schools and beyond. Moreover, 

Synoeun is the ideal candidate to return to Cambodia and bring to bear all she has learned, to the advantage of her 

peers, the other students and a much larger community. 

 

A short documentary on her has also been produced; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DltruJLmbLs 

 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J8ZKclstpTE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DltruJLmbLs
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Four years ago one student, Chan Ranuy, was struggling along with his family to make ends meet.  His prospects of 

remaining in school, much less graduating or obtaining marketable skills, appeared grim.  Ranuy studied English and 

computers at EYC’s Lakeside School and gained a solid base level in these disciplines.  
 
Next EYC prepared Ranuy for a program for students from poor families to 
study IT and life skills intensively, and paid the subsidized tuition when he was 
accepted. In October 2014 he completed a 2-year Associates Degree in System 
and Network Administration.  He has now obtained a good job with a 
technology company in computer service, and is making an excellent starting 
salary while continuing his studies toward a bachelor’s degree in IT.   
 
Ranuy has long days now between a full-time job and classes in the evenings, 
but he is very energized and hopeful for the future.  He and his family are very 

proud and grateful to the support he has received from EYC.  “I think that, if I had not received the help from EYC, I 
really don’t know how my life would be. I would like to say thanks for all of your help and for the knowledge and skill 
to change and improve my life. I hope that many others can be helped to change their lives like I was,” said Ranuy.   
 
The EYC team knows that when we give a hand up to young people with potential, the results are often excellent.  
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Jombok Haos Activity 

Bike race weekend in Kirrirom National Park Yoga class at Aziza. 

Medical clinic at Lakeside 


